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Dear Band members, 
 
 
Welcome!  I hope you're looking forward to a challenging and rewarding year at Torrington 
Middle School.  I have given you some music to work on over the summer- hopefully it will give 
you a taste of things to come at TMS.   
Here is a quick list of necessary supplies for band at TMS.   
 
All musicians: 

 1” Binder for all music/handouts.  In addition to concert music, you will receive a 
printout of the lesson book to be used at every lesson.   

   
Clarinets and saxophones:   

 #2 ½ or #3 reeds.  DO NOT BUY #2 REEDS!!!!!  They are for beginners!  You should have 
at LEAST two at a time.  Rico reeds are fine.  The more advanced players should move to 
a Vandoren by the end of 7th grade.   

 A better mouthpiece.  The Hite Premiere model gives you a better tone quality than the 
beginner mouthpiece you get with your instrument, and is relatively inexpensive ($25 – 
40).   

 
Brass players: 

 Valve oil or slide cream- even though your valves and slides should work without it, they 
work better with it.  I recommend Al Cass "Fast" Valve Oil, since it has a cleaner mixed in 
with the oil.   

 Also, mouthpieces- trumpets should be on a 5C model, baritone and trombone should 
be on a 6 ½ AL.  These give you more control over the higher notes and are for 
advancing students.   

 
Percussion: 

 Drum sticks with wooden or clear plastic tips.  SD1 General is the best size for concert 
band.  Better yet, have a spare set in case one breaks.  Take a marker and write your 
name on your sticks, so you know which ones are yours.   

 Bell mallets.  Relatively inexpensive plastic bell mallets are fine.  Any specialty mallets 
will be provided.  

 Bell kit for practice at home.  All students will be playing bells every week.  Please do not 
return the bell kit you’ve been renting since 4th grade!  

 
EVERYONE SHOULD PUT THEIR NAME ON THEIR INSTRUMENT CASE. 
 
I’m looking forward to a great year, 
 
MR. H 


